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b Lo di JUN 2 5 2001
FCC MAIL ROOM
Secretary
445 Twelfth Str SwW
wmwnmntée;:)’m Doc ket tuo. 31 - 107
To Whom It May Concemn:

We the undersigned would like to oppose the reallotment of WCEN’S license from Mt.
Pleasant to Hemlock referring to amendment of section 73.202(b) in the table of
allotments for FM broadcast stations for the following reasons (see attachment #2).

When Wilks Broadcasting purchased the station from Sommerville Associates in August,
2000 they said it would be operated just like before (see attachment #1). Bud Ford told
me personally they would continue to cover the Mt Pleasant area with local weather and
news, but soon after the move to Saginaw, Mt Pleasant and any city west of Midland
County became a dirty word. They haven’t even kept a local office for public viewing of
their records.

On May 21, 2001 a tornado was spotted in Gratiot County headed for Isabella County we
didn’t hear any announcement of any kind. On my way home from work I heard on
another Saginaw station about the tornadoes. For many people in Isabella County this is
the only radio station they have access to due to the type buildings they are in.

The station has a $20,000.00 cash give away for everyone in Midand, Bay, and Saginaw
counties, but not for Isabella (sec attachment #1). When you get through they ask you
your name and where you’re calling from, if you say any city in Isabella County you are
automatically caller 16, 18, or 19, but if you say anywhere east if Midland County you
are caller 20, coincidence we know it’s not.

We feel our radio station since the mid-1950s has been stolen from us and we want it
back. Therefore, we would like to request a denial for the license transfer from Mt
Pleasant to Hemiock. We also would like the station’s studio be returned to the Mid
Michi :

Thank you for your consideration and hope to hear from you on this matter.
Patsy R.

9501 E. Wing Rd

Shepherd, MI 48883

See following pages
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., Op-axr personahtles
‘have l¢ft; and new

'owners hg“ eAM -
_statlon up for sale

-

tion to Wilks if I'd have known
-+ what they were going to do. |
belleve they re makmg a big mis-
 take.’

. Rlchard SOmmervllle,
U pmwousowner

fmm Semmemlle in

""’b.«-" .

e As'socxates
94 5 ongmal on-
98 A one y

) Angas
- P : Huriter and Tma Sawyer
) .' 2 fout because, : they ha

d no ak.a. “Tina and the Mo Man,” spent

. Jl‘hdse nges — combuma w:tii the WC N’s morning show hosts.

‘ stahqns ‘move from . Mt. Pléasant to.. - “We enjoyed doing ‘the mormng
3aginaw — have many local listeners show immensely,” Huntef said. “Our
feeling like they‘ve Tost i an old Friend. - listeners made us feel g 1f we were

:Staff changes are part of & a eenea of doing something worthwhi
anges »fthat md After Wilks Broadcastmg pur-
dea the‘ sfahon chased the station, everyones hours

oot

‘| wouldn't have sold the sta-

five 1g'ears waking up local listeners as -

-new format has critics

were cut nearly in half, Hunter said.
“We’re paid hourly,” he said. “How

could we continue to live on half as

much money?”
Sawyer left as a result of the fewer
hours, Hunter said. :
She was the first one to
' Sawyer’s husband, Jim 'tpas, was
next.
As the meteorolo for WCEN,
Hitpas wasn't needed once Wilks

moved WCEN from its Mt. Pleasant
. (1)

location to Saginaw on Nov 21.
“They use the weather off of wire

services from other statlons, Hunter -

said.
Jim Caulkins, the eveni person-
ality, was also fired before the move,

Hunter said.
The last to go before the move to

Saginaw was Rich Spicer, 4 midday
. personality.

Spicer said he joked “Here comes

+ e ———— e cne

MORNING SUN A
SUNDAY, DEC. 17,2000

another ha ﬂmvowe on The Moose,” at
the end otp shift. He _was let go_
without discussion.

e
RN

The station oﬁicxally calls itself The '

“q thmk they were lookmg for a rea-
son to get rid of me,” Spicer said. “T

wasn’t even iven an. e'pportumty to |
discuss what ned. o
With most of his colleagues gone, . - -

Hunter decided to test the waters and *
for WCEN as the_ :

contmue wor]
host in Saginaw.

He didn’t last three weeks.
Wilks

bought WCEN-FM -and e

-

WCEN (AM) 1150 kHz on Aug. 31 .
lans to move the stations to a

new
also changed the motto from "Hot

. rockin’ country” to “The Moose” and .-

began ptomotmg a “20 in a row” eond

dio Center in Saginaw. They '

&

(See WCEN, Page 8D) : -
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format. .
Throughout the

transition, Wilks said

they would retain

anyone wlio wanted to
stay, Spicer said.
“Either
couldn’t or never in-
tended to keep their
promises,” Spicer said.
Hunter believes
Wilks' primary motive
.in_buying WCEN was
to make it a Sagina
station. :
“If callers from the
Mt. Pleasant listening
.area actually said
where they were from,

they

weather outside i

we were instructed to
edit out the city before
airing it,” Hunter said.
“This didn’t apply. to

Saginaw, Bay City or -

Midland listeners, of
course,” C
«  Program - Director

Bud Ford said Wilks
has decided to expand
the listening area to
the entirety of mid-
Michigan.

“The 100,000-watt

signal is phenomenal,”
Ford said. “Why limit a
station this big to one:
town?”
~ WCEN (AM) began
in 1949 and WCEN-
. FM was added in' the

‘hen the

. known what they were

frightful,

going to do,” Som-
merville. ‘said.. “I be-
lieve they’re making a
big mistake.”

Ford said all “of

mid-1950s - said Rich-
ard Sommerville, pre-
vious owner of the
station. ’
“It was the only ra- -
gilo st'itipr;h in -Mt. WCEN’s Mt. Pleasant
leasati r - piaghy Lok o L
years and certainly the :ta.ff_wu.« 3+ ‘etolx‘:e
oldest in Isab‘?n‘"'"‘ti%p:e- working for
S:ilénty' Sommerville gy i theyswanted to
WL commute to Saginaw.
When Wilks bought “Whether they could
the station from Som- fit ' into what - we
‘mervillé and his_son, needed is a whole
Jim, “they said theyd gipe one story,” Ford
‘operate it just like we ’

e e . : said.
did;" Sommerville said. ™ jgnough “there ‘is
sold the station to still 1 advertising
Wilks if Id - have OB WCEN, many area
"~ listeners have noticed

a lack of local news,
-and weather. - ]
" “There’s no more lit-!
tle tidbits about local:
entertainment,” said;
Kathy Koboski, a for--
mer WCEN listener’
from Alma. “Rich:
(Spicer) was always’
really good about let-
ting us know what.
country singers were-
coming to town.” .
Koboski actively -
bans the new WCEN:
and encourages her:
friends and family to.
do the same. :
“It made me mad to.
hear how everybody:
was being treated,” she.
said. “It's just not the:
same anymore.” .
Ford said that the}
expanded listening.
area will actually help;
get bigger stars to.
come to the area. .
“With a bigger cov-.
" erage base, ~we- “have;
more, . opport

ff -tk e;_ax’arja' for' more:
then" a” month and:
Wilks has no intention:
of using the station,.
. | said Craig Dalla Riva,:
8 | vice . president for,

-| Wilks Broadcasting in:
- Saginaw.’ .

hé station wasn't’
producing a- lot of.
revenue and we de-’
cided not to pursue it,”:
Dalla Riva said. :

Clare resident
Forrest Meek said he!
is disappointed that
1150-AM  was closed-
down.

“It was a good radio
station for local school
news,” Meek said. “You"
need local radio.”

1-800-616-6397
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'94.5 “The ‘Moose” are' c'u

- Communications. Commissign -
“Mt. Pleasant to Hemlock:"
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'by moving closer to our operat-
- ing facility,” Market Manager

__ .ﬁgﬂa,wug(n

to"
move llcense from M. P

By WENDI L. BAKER . Laviolette. said,..and. does .not .J
Sun Business Writer Lo cha.nge WCEN’s operatxoxis or {

The owners of WCEN-FM : #l:e license ISJUBt a plece of
papér. ,.Lanolette ‘said.; What

the radio statlons last off
tlevté)ilﬁt é’leagant LAl

roa castmg is ] -
tioning - ' the’ - -Fe ral-’,-

to reallot WCEN’s license from
vt nice™ coverage i imy
“The FCC:wants usto, broad ' WCEN’s move to .

en our coverage ared of license mesns Mt.. Pleasantul

‘Mike Laviolette said.
The move-is just 8 formahty, :
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|(Conunuea trom rage 1)

}‘updated plumbing and wiring,

1t will also have to be barrier-
'free to comply with the

{ Americans with Dlsabllmes

Act.
In addition to apartments.

' there may also be a coffee

?

house for the public to enjoy on

an upper level section of the’

. building that juts out to
. Broadway, Kulick said.

- tative

These are the plans — ten-
until
Development is able to accept
an option from the. city’s tax

_ increment financing authority

' nity.

n

to acquire the property and
make it useful for the commu-

City officials antlcxpate that
the developer w111 have to
remove asbestos and lead from
some of the pi mg and su

columns. Coo er rooms down-
stairs are insulated with four-

‘inches of cork-in the walls.

The bulk feed storage tower
next to the site will most likely
be torn down, Kulick said, but

the fate of thq high smokestack 4

remains undecided.
LOTI‘ERY

Midday Dally Lottery 4-3-3

Midday Daily-4 1-6-3-3
Daily 3 743

Daily 4 0-0-2-9

Rolidown 1-6-15-15-29
Keno 4,8, 13, 14, 15, 26, 27,

31, 34, 39,46, 47, 51, 53, 58,
62, 64, 65, 66, 68, 78, 80

Brownfield

_a-say in -WC

'Li’cense"

- Dining

(Continued from Page 1)
“WCEN is the very first
radio station ever licensed to
Mt. - Pleasant,” Hunt said. It
was the only station in Mt.
Pleasant for many years and

the oldest in Isabella,County.

The "+ owners,

mfrevxous
‘Sommerville and Associates,

upgraded the signal to 100,000
watts on a 1,000-foot transmit-
ter near Coleman, which is the
hest power antenna avail-
ab , Hunt said.
The FCC requires radio sta-
tions to put a certain signal
transmitter strength, 70 DBU

MHz, over the area of license,

Hunt said.
“If WCEN’s license moves to

Hemlock, WCEN .no longer has .

any oblig'ation . to. Mt
Pleasant,” he said. “The idea is
to make it a Sagmaw radio sta-

_tion..”

Wilks bought WCEN-FM
last August and moved its
operations from Mt. Pleasant
to. Saginaw in ' November.

Though several of the o l;lfum.l
sales .staff remain, all of the

-looal disc Eockeys either quit or

The general Eubhc can have

N’s - potential

Hemlock. Th ’%*cc"“““.e?&z ing
e is

comments until June by

writing to Secretary, Federal

" Communications Commssxon,

445 Twelfth  St., SW,

Washington D.C. 20554. Refer-
to the amendment of section
73.202(b) in the table of allot-
. ments for FM. broadcast sta-A
tions.

(Continued from Page 1)
started back in 1935.

Time seems to move more
slowly here and change is a
seldom-seen stranger. Yet a
change is exactly what the

Whitehouse Restaurant.'is for
sale. Has been, for almost a
year and a half.

“It’s ahard!;\mnesstobem,

nght now,” Bill Baranski said,

his wisecrackihg demeanor fal-
tering for a moment. “There’s a
lot of new things to learn in the
restaurant business. We're
ﬁred.” .

' When a local real estate
company didn't produce
results, a switch was made to a
more nationally recogmzable
one. Yet still they wait.

“People look at it and say
you can’t make much money,”
Baranski said. “They never ask
what the sales are.”

In addition to the business,
their four-bedroom house locat-
ecail only steps away is also for
sale.

So far there have been few
serious inquiries but Baranski,

.already retired, isn’t worried.

Even if no one steps forward,
the doors will remain open.
“Why take a business as

goodasltmandthrothdown

the frien
success, his wifé had a differ-
ent explanation. -

“My husband’s a .wonderful

- person, Ho;okes mﬂ:-the cus-

tomers,” Monica Baranski said,
who is also the owner. “He’s got

agreatsenseofhtnnor I'm a

people with their

- Baranskis’ are seeking. The .
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